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Dear members of the Class of 1973, 
 
It is my pleasure to present your Annual Report for the time period of July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017. 
 
The demand for a Rensselaer education has never been greater. We received an historic number of 
applications for the Class of 2021. Of the nearly 20,000 young men and women who applied, 1,682 
undergraduates began their academic journeys at Rensselaer this fall—representing some of the 
best and brightest students in the world. 
 
We also have increased our faculty and expanded the scale of our research, recently welcoming 22 
new full-time faculty to our ranks. Our $100 million research enterprise continues to grow and 
diversify. Recent awards include more than $14.5 million in research grants from ten major federal 
agencies. 
 
Through our capital campaign, Transformative: Campaign for Global Change, additional support 
from our generous donors will make it possible for Rensselaer to realize even greater success and 
prominence in the 21st century and beyond. Investments in the campaign will further empower us 
to increase financial aid for our students and enhance the student experience; endow more 
professors and grow our tenured and tenure-track faculty to 500; and expand, modernize, and 
equip the Rensselaer campus for its third century.  
 
With the steadfast commitment of our alumni, alumnae, and friends, Rensselaer will continue to be 
a transformative force for positive global change. Should you have any questions or comments 
regarding this report, please feel free to contact me at (518) 276-6247 or eastig@rpi.edu.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Graig R. Eastin 
Vice President, Institute Advancement 
 
 
“Together, we amplify our efforts to improve the world. Together, we set off a cascade of virtuous effects and 
positive change that will have impacts around the globe. Together, we are transformative.”  

President Shirley Ann Jackson 
October 13, 2017 

http://transformative.rpi.edu/
mailto:eastig@rpi.edu


 

The Class of 1973 Scholarship 
 
This scholarship was established in 2008 by the Class of 1973 for students who demonstrate 
financial need, academic excellence, and other criteria that the Institute deems of value. 
 

 
We hope you enjoyed learning about the beneficiaries of your support for the 2017-2018 academic 
year in the update provided last fall. Below is a final student summary for the 2016-2017 academic 
year: 
 
NAME MAJOR HOMETOWN 
Ryan Sexton ’17 Biomedical Engineering Rahway, NJ 
Gabriel Munro-Ludders ’18 Physics, 

Mathematics 
Standish, ME 

Connor Brooks ’19 Mechanical Engineering Quechee, VT 
 
 
FINANCIAL SUMMARY:  JULY 1,  2016 – JUNE 30,  2017    
         
OPENING BOOK VALUE  $ 80,805.11  OPENING MARKET VALUE  $ 70,942.96 
ADDITIONS TO THE FUND + $ 3,943.50  CHANGE IN MARKET VALUE + $ 5,971.92 
CLOSING BOOK VALUE  $ 84,748.61  CLOSING MARKET VALUE  $ 76,914.88 

INCOME AVAILABLE FOR EXPENDITURE: $ 3,179.64 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) prohibits Rensselaer from disclosing scholarship award amounts. 
 



Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute | 110 8th Street | Troy, New York 12180-3590 USA | www.rpi.edu 
(518) 276-6247 | Fax: (518) 276-8720 | Email: DRC@rpi.edu 

UNDERSTANDING YOUR DONOR REPORT 

The Office of Donor Relations and Advancement Communications (DRC), in partnership with the Division of Finance 
and the respective department(s) managing the fund(s), prepares annual stewardship reports near the end of each 
calendar year. These updates include a summary of your fund(s) for the previous fiscal year at Rensselaer. The 
information included below is intended to assist you in understanding and interpreting your donor report. 

Providing exemplary stewardship of the gifts invested at Rensselaer is our primary mission. At any time, please feel 
free to contact DRC with questions or comments at drc@rpi.edu or (518) 276-6247. 

FREQUENTLY USED TERMS: 

Fiscal Year: 
Rensselaer’s fiscal year is a 12-month period that begins July 1, and ends on June 30 of the following year. Your 
report will reflect fund activity that took place during the prior fiscal year. 

Book Value: 
The book value represents the original value of the investment, plus additional gifts from any source, and any 
transfers from the spending account that may have been reinvested into the endowed principal. 

Market Value: 
The market value is the value of the fund as a part of the Institute’s total endowment. This figure changes 
constantly and is tied to daily fluctuations in financial markets. (This figure does not include the value of any life 
income or testamentary gifts that ultimately may be added to this fund.) 

Income Available for Expenditure: 
This amount was available to support the specific objectives of this endowed fund for the reported fiscal year. 

STUDENT SUPPORT: 

Endowed and expendable scholarships are administered by the Institute through the Office of Financial Aid. The 
Office of Financial Aid 1) reviews federal student financial aid applications; 2) reviews the criteria of established 
scholarships when applicable; 3) reviews the students who meet the criteria; and 4) selects the recipient(s) of 
restricted scholarships. When necessary, the Office of Financial Aid consults with and requests recommendations 
from Institute advisors to determine the most deserving student who qualifies for a specific scholarship.  

Rensselaer follows Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) guidelines in respecting students’ rights to 
privacy. That privacy includes the right not to have disclosed the details of their financial aid packages. 

Approximately 90% of students at Rensselaer receive need or merit based scholarships. 

Estimated Cost of Attendance for 2017-2018: 

Undergraduate (First Year) Graduate (Full-time) 
Tuition: $51,000 Tuition: $51,000 
Fees: $1,305 Fees: $2,757 
Books and Supplies, Misc.: $2,867 Books and Supplies: $2,992 
Room and Board: $14,960 Room and Board: $13,970 
Total: $70,132 Total: $70,719 

     Fall 2017 Enrollment:  6,314 (undergraduate) + 1,213 (graduate) = 7,633 (total) 



 

On October 13, 2017, nearly 800 stakeholders gathered in 
celebration of the official launch of the Rensselaer initiative, 
TRANSFORMATIVE: CAMPAIGN FOR GLOBAL CHANGE. 

 
We are off to a powerful start, having raised more than $400 million 
toward our $1 billion goal, with the support of alumni/ae, friends, 
parents, corporations, and foundations during the quiet phase of the 
campaign.  
 
Transformative: Campaign for Global Change will lead us to the 200th 
anniversary of our founding, and position Rensselaer for its third 
century of leadership in education and research, with an emphasis on 
three pillars:  
 

IMPROVING STUDENT ACCESS,  
ENHANCING THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE 

 

Campaign funding will help close the gap between student need and 
the financial aid Rensselaer is able to provide. We also will expand 
upon visionary programs such as The Arch, in which students spend a 
junior year semester away on a research, internship, or other 
experience, and Clustered Learning, Advocacy, and Support for 
Students (CLASS), which combines residential and time-based 
clustering, and novel integration of classroom technology. 
 

EMPOWERING WORLD-CLASS TEACHING,  
WORLD-CHANGING RESEARCH 

 

Additional endowed faculty chairs will enhance our ability to attract 
and retain the dedicated professors students deserve. Their forward-
thinking research is driving new discoveries from biomanufacturing 
and regenerative medicine, to advanced networking, visualization, 
and machine learning, while advancing pedagogical innovations in the 
classroom. 
 

BUILDING THE THIRD-CENTURY CAMPUS 
 

Campaign investment will allow Rensselaer to build a state-of-the-art 
Center for Science and complete the second phase of the East Campus 
Athletic Village, among other enhancements, that will increase 
research productivity, raise rankings and visibility, and improve the 
quality of students’ intellectual, athletic, and personal lives. 




